TALENT HUNT HISTORY
The Talent Hunt program of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. : ' Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
is one of several national programs designed to identify and » Mu llota Chapter
support the youth of our nation and world. The original idea 2009 Talent Hunt Program
was credited to Brother J. Austin Atkins of Winston Salem, .
North Carolina, and Brother Dewey Duckett of Rock Hill, Welcome. .......... e e e e e e e e Bro. Mark C. Shaw
South Carolina. While the idea was conceived in 1945, the . Tatent Hunt Chairman
first District Talent Hunt program was held in the Sixth Dis- :
trict in Charlotte, North Carolina, on April 19, 1946, The Invocation . .......uiir i e Bro. Anthony gtragslt;:
need for such a program was born out of unequal opportunity . :
afforded to some American youth to deve10p and give full Talent HUnt HIStOTY . . ..o v v e e et eeeeieenenenns. Bro. Merlon Crawford
expression to their talents. Keeper of Finance
The success of the Talent Hunt program, especially in the Master Of CEremONIes . . vt vvv vt it eiiiie e eiiiineseennnns Bro. Reed Collins
Sixth District, from the standpoint of community interest and B Keeper of Records & Seal
the scholarship assistance made available to the winners as a Presentation of Contestants
result of overwhelming public support, led to its adoption by .
the national. organlzatlon Talent Hunt asa natlonal pro- Jessica L. AnAOrS0m . oottt e e e e e Vocal Solo
gram, made its grand debut in 1953 when the Fratermty fea-
tured the wmners of the local and reglonal COnteSt ona pub_ . JanarisI. Cain........... S Dance

lic program at the Grand Conclave in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Shameaca J. Moore .. ........... P e ?

The original statement of the Talent Hunt idea includedthis * =
expression “Creaﬁve and outstanding capacities in any hon- o @EUI{ Rahman .............................................
orable activity should be eligible for consideration." - ‘During S ¢
pubhc presentaﬁons all onglnal dlsplays were hmlted tO the - - Misha K. HemphJJl ............................................ P
field of music. Since that time, the Talent Hunt programhas =~ . - '
been expanded to include other forms of the expresswe arts. % . Summer L. D@niels-Buﬂon
It is Slgnlﬁcant to note that pnor to 1969 all part101pants in - s o Hugh D.Mitchell. . .. e
the Talent Hunt program were required to be-high school : '
seniors. The year 1969 appears on documents indicating a Nicolas A. Coombs . .................... TN Oration
revision in the guidelines for the operation of Talent Hunt
programs on every level. That revision expanded the level of Blaze M.P. Johnson, Jr. L. .ot ii e e e e ‘Vacal Solo
participation to-grades 9 through 12. s ) :

Wesley J. P eIy o oot e i e e Instrumental Solo
The Talent Hunt Program of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity has
touched thousands of students, many of whom have goneon - ' Jalen C.Hopkins . ....................oues. e e e . Vocal Solo
to make outstanding contributions to their communities and
to our world. Many have earned scholarships, awards, and e Tiera Whitley . . ... e Vocal Solo
recognitions through exposure from this program. (For ex- , :
ample, Debra Byrd worked with Barry Manilow and is now ' Erik K. MeCleary IL . ... ooe et i i Instrumental Solo
doing solo work, movie and television work, and night clubs, .
etc.; Eddie Levert of the O’Jays and Gerald Levert of the Genene N. Blackwell . . . ... vt e e et e e Piano Solo
Group Levert both outstanding vocalist and recording artist; - T '
Vincent Phillips (former College Professor of Music in North DeMeeshia W. Marshall . ............... e . Vocal Solo

Carolina); and Barbara Saxton (Violinist) formerly with
Cleveland Women’s Sextet now living in South Africa.) It is
our unyielding commitment to support our youth,
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