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Four Women Scholars Honored With Awards
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Sul tana N. Nahar, a  research  scientist in  the department of astronomy at Ohio State
Universi ty , received the 2013 John Wheatley  A ward from the A merican Physical  Society . Dr. N ahar
was honored for “efforts to promote physics research  and teaching throu gh col laboration,
mentoring, and phi lanthropy” and for being an “advocate and role model  of Mu sl im women
scientists.”

Dr. N ahar holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Dhaka Universi ty  in  Bangladesh. She holds a
master’s degree in  qu antu m optics and a Ph.D. in  atomic theory  from Wayne State Universi ty  in
Detroit.

Susan Gi l bert , professor and chair of the department of biology at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Insti tu te in  Troy, N ew Y ork, received a N ational  Insti tu te of Heal th  Merit A ward in
recognition for the h igh  qu al i ty  of her work over time. The $2 mil l ion award is given to “faci l i tate
creative, innovative research  that wi l l  have an exceptional  impact.”

Dr. Gi lbert is a gradu ate of Randolph-Macon Women’s Col lege. She earned a doctorate in  cel l  biology
from Dartmou th  Col lege.
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El i zabeth Harri s, associate professor of creative writing at the Universi ty  of N orth
Dakota, received the Heim Translation A ward from the PEN  A merican Center. She was honored for
her translation of Tristano Die s  by  the late Ital ian au thor A ntonio Tabu cchi . The translated text wi l l
be pu bl ished by A rchipelago Books.

Professor Harris has been on the facu l ty  at the Universi ty  of N orth  Dakota since 2004. She
previou sly  tau ght at Blu ffton Col lege in  Ohio. Harris is a gradu ate of the Universi ty  of Minnesota.
She holds a master’s degree in  creative writing from Johns Hopkins Universi ty  and two master or
fine arts degrees from the Universi ty  of A rkansas.

Vandana Khanna  was named a winner of the 2014 Mil ler Wil l iams A rkansas Poetry
Prize. Khanna, original ly  from N ew Delhi , India, is an instru ctor at the Universi ty  of Sou thern
Cal i fornia in  Los A ngeles. She was selected for her col lection enti tled Afte rnoon Masala. The book wi l l
be pu bl ished in  the spring by  the Universi ty  of A rkansas Press.

Khanna holds a master of fine arts degree from Indiana Universi ty .
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