THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

College of Arts and Sciences
Sultana N. Nahar
Department of Astronomy

McPherson Laboratory
140 W, 18th Avenue

To: Columbus, Ohio 43210-1173
President Phone: 614-292-1888
Al-Azhar University FAX: 614-292-2928
Cairo, Egypt Email: nahar.1@osu.edu

Website: http://www.astronomy.ohio-state.edu/~nahar

October 31, 2016

Ref. Sultana N. Nahar and Alburuj R. Rahman Physics Prizes, 16 in total, for faculty members
and postgraduate students in Departments of Physics and in Department of Astronomy and
Meteorology of Al-Azhar University, Cairo and Assiut campuses

Dear President Professor Alhudhud,

Assalamu alaikum.

J am a professor in the Astronomy Department of the Ohio State University in the USA.
The reason for writing this letter is to request you to resolve two issues regarding the prizes in
Physics and in Astronomy & Meteorology that I founded and sponsored at Al-Azhar University
officially in 2013. For the record of the prizes and the process, I am submitting the copies of
the signed documents since 2012.

To promote the importance of Al Azhar University in the western world, 1 established a recog-
nition program, initiated in 2012, to encourage the faculty mewbers and students to taise the
excellence of standard of the University. The program is to give 16 annual prizes in Physics
and in Astronomy & Meteorology from the profit (described in the MOA guidelines) of an
endowment fund of $25000 (given in 2013) + $2800 + Euro 500 (given in 2014) + $5500 (given
in 2015) all of which were converted to Egyptian pounds at the time they were deposited in
the bank. The Dean of Faculty of Science is expected to provide me an official bank statement
which will state the exact amount of total fund available at this time.

1 would like to mention that the Dean of Faculty of Science gave one prize in physics in 2014.
During my visit in 2015, 11 prizes were given, but no money was taken out of the endowment
fund. 1 provided the prize maney far everyane.

However, I came to know in 2015 from the present Dean’s office about the two problems with
the program. I was informed that the endowment fund is saved in a conference account which
need to be closed. T met Professor Ashraf Atia A. El-Bedwehi, Vice President of Postgraduate
Studies snd Besearch of Al Azhar University on October 27, 2016. He discussed the account
issne with you and informed me that you agreed to transfer the fund presently under the Dean
of Faculty of Science to a university account. He adviced me to write a letter of authorization
for the transfer of fund. This letter aims to give the authorization.

The other issue is on the official formality of the prizes. Past Dean Professor Wahab wformed
me through an email and over the telephone that the past president approved the prizes wm
the meeting in May 2013. But political wirest started and issuing the format letter of the
ool wus postpomed by dvy wrpend snatters. Professor Ashrafl Atia suggested, following
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the information provided by the university accountant during our meeting, that I submit the
Memorandum of Agreement for the prize guidelines to you to be presented at the University
Council meeting on November 23rd, 2016. Hence T am submitting the MOA. of the guidelines
with this letter. Professor Ashraf explained that after its passing by the University Council,
you would approve it formally which will be sent to the Grand Imam for the final approval.
Professor Ashraf expressed hope for the formality for the prizes to be completed in November
2016.

In this jetier, J the sponsor of the prizes, authorize past Vice Dean Professor Rabie El-Halag
to withdraw, after the formal approval of the prizes by Al Azhar University, the total fund of
the prize program exist in the conference account under the Dean of Faculty of Science and
give it to Vice President of Postgraduate Studies and Research Professor Ashraf Atta Bedwehi,
to deposit in the university account right after the withdrawal. Prafessor Ashraf Atia will
accompany Professor Bl-Halag to the bank and carry out the traunsfer of the fund.

With best regards,

Sotrinbar

Professor Sultana N. Nahar

Associate Director: Obama-Singh STEM Education and Research Faculty Training Project at
OSU under USIEF

Website: http://www.astronomy.ohio-state.edu/~nahar
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Memorandum of Agreement:

Sultana N. Nahar and Alburuj R. Rahman Prizes in Physics, and in Astronomy &
Meteorology at Al-Azhar University

1. Purpose:

To recognize and encourage Muslim teachers for the best teaching in class and outstanding
research publications and Muslim students to achieve academic and research excellence in their
respective sreas of physics, astronomy and meteorology. This recognition program will give
annual prizes to teachers and students for the best performance.

There is always a limited number of students who perform in the topmost level in the class.
Recognition will encourage them to continue their best effort for higher excellence. However,
through best teaching in the class, helping and giving positive attitude to the students a teacher
can uplift the standard of the whole class. The teacher from whom students feel most henefited
in gaining knowledge should be nominated by them to be recognized.

Research is crucial for advances. Without research publications an institution is not known
outside. Teachers play the fmportard role in goiding and training students in research as well
88 Jeading research projects. Best research publications will be recognized annually.

2. Funding:

The prizes are sponsored by the personal income of Professor Sultana N. Nahar of the Ohio
State University in the USA. She provided a fund of US$33,300 and Euro.500 during 2013-2015
which were converted as Egyptian pounds and deposited in a bank by the Dean of Faculty of
Science of Al-Azhar University. Following the resolution agreed by the Vice President Professor
Ashraf Atia A. El-Bedwehi and the sponsor Professor Sultans N. Nahar in October 2016, the
total accumulated fund, as quoted in the bank statment, will be transferred to a university
account as an endowment, fund.

Gf the 1otad profit earned fFom the endowment fund, 85% will be used for the 16 annual prizes,
and the vest 5% will be added to the endowiment fund for sustenance and future increase of the
honorarium of the prizes.

Per discussions with faculty members of the Physics Departments, boys and girls, and As-
tronomy & Meteorology, the honorarium of each prize was decided in 2015 and was used in
distribution of prizes in 2015. These amounts are quoted below. However, they may vary
depending on funds available, but are expected to increase with time.

3. Prizes:

There are in total 16 annnal prizes in 4 departments, (i) 4 prizes for Boys Physics Department
- Cairo, (ii} 4 for Girls Physics Department - Cairo, (iii) 4 for Physics Department - Assiut,
and (iv}) 4 for Astronomy & Meteorology - Cairo.

Each department has 2 faculty prixes and 2 student prizes as described below:

i) ”Sultana N. Nahar prize for Distinction in Research Publications in Physics or in Astrouamy
& Meteorology” for a faculty member,

ii) "Sultana N. Nahar prize for Distinction in Teaching in Physics or in Astronomy & Meteo-
rology” for a faculty member,

iii}) »Alburuj R. Rahman prize for the best Ph.D. Thesis in Physics or Astronomy & Meteorol-
ogy” for a Ph.D. graduating student of the year,
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iv) ” Alburuj R. Rahman prize for the best M.Sc. Student” for the thesis and academic excellence
for a M.Sc. graduating student of the year.

Each prize consists of i) a Certificate of Excellence and ii) an honorarium. The certificates will
be signed by the President of the university or by the Vice President of Graduate Studies and
Research or by the Dean of Faculty of Science and the Chair of the respective Department. Of
the total fand available for the prizes, each faculty member prize is about 8.15%, each Ph.D.
prize is about 5.44% and each M.Sc. prize is about 3.26%

4. Terms and Conditions for the 4 types of prizes:

A. ”Sultana N. Nahar prize for Distinction in Research Publications in Physics or
in Astronomy & Meteorology” for faculty members:

There are 4 annual "Sultana. N. Nahar Prize for Distinction in Research Publications", 3 in
Physics for Boys and Girls colleges of Cairo campus and Assiut campus, and 1 in Astronomy
& Meteorology. The prize evaluation mcludes guidance of ab least one researcly studens. The
honorarium of each prize will be approximately equal to EGP.1500.

Selection Criteria:

Nomination of this prize for a faculty member will be based largely on research publications
and with whom at Jeast ane student has carsied put bis/ber Ph.D. or Masters thesis research
or authored in one publication in a peer-reviewed journal. Nomination points are divided as:

75% weight - for the research publications,

10% weight - for conference presentations, participating in organizing a conference or some
other of achievement that makes A} Aghar University known for research.

5% weight - will come from the research students assessing help from their advisor

5% weight - will come from the Head of the respective Department. based on his/her judgment
on the research activities of the nominated teachers. In the event the Chair himself or herself
1s nominated, the 5% will be decided by the prize commitlee overseeing the procedure.

5% weight - will come from the recommendation of the sponsor, Dr. Sultana N. Nahar or her

representative. 1n absence of the sponsor or hey representative; the 5% will be-added to the
points for research publications.

Weight on research publications will depend on 1} number of publicationy {published and oo
cepted papers) in the past year, ity number of publications wr joarnuls with larger auntoer of
international readers such as western journals, iii] contribution of the author in a multi-authored
paper.

Citation: “In recogpition of ouistsnding research publicstions snd motivating students to
creative thinking and research”

However, the citation can be changed with research topics that are related to the winner.

B. ”"Sultana N. Nahar prize for Distinction in Teaching in Physics or in Astronomy
& Meteorology” for faculty members:

There are 4 annual "Sultana N. Nahar prize for Distinction in Teaching” | 3 i Physics for Boys
and Girls colleges of Cairo campus and Assint campus, and 1 in Astronomy & Meteorology.
The honorarium of each prize will be approximately equal to EGP.1500.

Selection Criteria:
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Nomination of this prize for a faculty member are divided as:

85% weight - from students assessment of their teachers based on their learning knowledge from
lectures in class and inspiration they receive.

10% weight - will come from the Chair of Department based on the judgment of teaching of the
nominated faculty members. In the event the Chair himself or herself is nominated, the 10%
will be decided by the prize committee overseeing the procedure.

5% weight - will come from the sponsor, Dr. Sultana N. Nabar or her representative. In absence
of the sponsor or her representative, the 5% will be added to the students top choice.

Citation: "In recognition of the best in-class teaching and inspiring interactions that benefited
students acquiring maximum knowledge of the subject material and mativated to academic
excellence

C. "Alburyj R. Rahman prize for the best Ph.D. Thesis in Physics or Astronomy
& Meteorology” for a Ph.D. graduating student of the year

There are 4 annual ” Alburuj R. Rahman Prize for the best Ph.D. Thesis”, 3 in Physics for Boys
and Girs cofleges of Cairo campus and Assiut campus, and 1 in Astronomy & Meteorology
who have received their degree during the last 1 year. The honorarium of each prize will be
appraximately equal to EGP.1000.

Selection Criteria:

Nomination of this prize are divided as:

80% weight - from research publications

15% weight - from thesis materials that have not been published but are expected ta be pub-
lished

5% weight - from the academic record

Citation: ”For the best research publications from the Ph.D. thesis and the additional expected
from the thesis in Physics or in Astronomy & Meteorology”

D. "Alburn; R. Rahman prize for the best M.Sc. Student” for the thesis and
academic excellence for a M.Sc. graduating student of the year.

There are 4 annual ” Alburuj R. Rahman Prize for the best M.Sc. Student”, 3 in Physics for
Boys and Girls colleges of Cairo campus and Assiut campus, and 1 in Astronomy & Meteorology
who have received their degree during the last 1 year. The honorarium of each prize will be
approximately equa} to EGP.600.

Selection Criteria:

Nomination of this prize are divided as:
80% weight - from research publications
20% weight - from the academic record

Citation: "In recognition of securing the highest combined points/grade in M.Sc.courses and
research thesis at graduation in Physics or Astronomy & Meteorology™

5. The Prize Board:
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The Board will consist of the President of Al-Azhar University, the Vice President of Postgrad-
uate Studies and Research, the Dean of Faculty of Science and the Chairs of the respective
Departments for the respective candidates and the sponsor, Dr. Sultana N. Nahar.

For the best of motivation or encouragement, the academic committee of the Departments may
suggest modifications or adjustment of the process. Any decision on the modification of the
terms and conditions or relevant issues on the prizes can be made by three members of the
Board with consent from the sponsor.

6. Evaluation Process:

About two months before the end of the academic year Physics, Mathematics, Biology Depart-
ments will initiate the awarding process. The academic committee of the Department will form
8 prize commitiee of three to five faculiy members. All faculty members in the prize committee
are also eligible to be nominated.

For the research prizes, all faculty members will be asked in a notice to submit their past years
research publications and updated CV to the office of the Department Chair_

For the teaching prizes, the prize committee will collect students assessment of the faculty
members. The committee will make selection of faculty members with maximum points, one or
two (in case of close points). The Chairperson and the prize committee will approve one winner
for the prize and send the names to the Prize Board headed by the University personnel who
will have them approved. In case of two nominees with almost equal points, the prize money
can he divided into two, where-each winner will get the certificate and half of the honorarium.
The Board will inform the winners and present formally the certificate and honorarium to each
of them.

7. Prize Ceremony:

To honor the winners and inspire others to make the best effort, it is suggested to hold the
prize ceremony in combination with other events or in an event where the largest university
audience will be present and publish the news of the winners in the university news media.

Klsoiihar

Professor Sultana N. Nahar
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-The customer may request a statement of account on shorter periods

Gy pSia 1 s iy Lagy V0 JNE S 130 e oSU8 (o (gl i Ulay o 13

(ol 5 sl o La) oS3l gie Lo |k 3 51 e Ui jdail ola

VW o e ¥ S s da y GRSy ADee (g aee JS il ly

320 g Gilaan G2 il o el Sy




