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OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY, INC.
1alent Hunt History

The Talent Hunt program of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is one of
several national programs designed to identify and support the youth of
our nation and world. The original idea was credited to Brother J.
Austin Atkins of Winston Salem, North Carolina, and Brother Dewey
Duckett of Rock Hill, South Carolina. While the idea was conceived in
1945, the first District Talent Hunt program was held in the Sixth
District in Charlotte, North Carolina, on April 19, 1946. The need for
such a program was born out of unequal opportunity afforded to some
American youth to develop and give full expression to their talents. The
success of the Talent Hunt program, especially in the Sixth District, from
the standpoint of community interest and the scholarship assistance
made available to the winners as a result of overwhelming public
support, led to its adoption by the national organization. Talent Hunt,
as a national program, made its grand debut in 1953 when the
Fraternity featured the winners of the local and regional contest on a
public program at the Grand Conclave in Cincinnati, Ohio.

The original statement of the Talent Hunt idea included this expression:
Creative and outstanding capacities in any honorable activity should be
eligible for consideration." During public presentations, all original
displays were limited to the field of music. Since that time, the Talent
Hunt program has been expanded to include other forms of the
expressive arts. It is significant to note that prior to 1969, all
participants in the Talent Hunt program were required to be high school
seniors. The year 1969 appears on documents indicating a revision in
the guidelines for the operation of Talent Hunt programs on every level.
That revision expanded the level of participation to grades 9 through 12.
The Talent Hunt Program of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity has touched
thousands of students, many of whom have gone on to make
outstanding contributions to their communities and to our world. Many
have earned scholarships, awards, and recognitions through exposure
from this program. It is our unyielding commitment to support our
youth.
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Welcome st s Ly L L LA v e RULARLARR AR RAARRIARRLANERE) Bro. Mark C. Shaw

Talent Hunt Chairman

DOV OCAION 5555 smsinsssssensesnssessiossssssvissssasas sosss soeas doe i sesnnsn ein Bro. Anthony Preston

Chaplain

History-of fTalent Hunt Lo bk St AL LA LU LU L Bro. Zack Hill

Introduction 0f MC....ccoovevieieieieieeceeceeeee e Bro. Lawrence Spann
Judges

Min. Merlyn Ruffin, Gene Walker, Lorii A. Williams Wallace &
Shawn “Thunder” Wallace

Presentation of Contestants

Mistress of Ceremonies.......cooeeevvrinininernicncensnnn Ms. Brittany Westbrook
Central Ohio Workforce Investment Corp.

LaSha M. AISTON....cciiiieninneiniiinnnniiisnensnisssiiemesmesseessessssssssssessnans Dance
Marion-Franklin High School

Musse S. MOhamUA ciiiiiiiiiisiinisassenssasssnsssnssssssssssassssssanssssssasssssasesnesasann Poetry
Westerville North High School

Robert N: HUBEEY .. oo cunevisssssssssiosmssississasasissmsnsssesssssssssssssnisisssissianesse Vocal Solo

Columbus Africentric Early College

A ATHUIN] B FRATIIIIII cvversss ensesmsonsasantesessass sssssssess cissasuss sssissssssss Instrumental Solo
) - The Metro High School

Camille D. Cousins

Christopher A. Hartway, JY. ....covccivncnnsscnsnsnnsenssnsasssssssscsssassassassesasses Poetry
Columbus Africentric Early College

LTS VL. SANINEE . 10s00e00s0esssnssassnsssssnssassasssssasssasassansansanssasansssasassossssansrasy Vocal Solo
Bishop Watterson High School

Luneeka S. Sherrod..... uuiisissssmmssnssissasssssacsrssrassossassssssassasssssarsassssssne Dance
Arts and College P reparatory Academy

Brandon T, Thompsom s aisssssssssommsmaassmisnreassstissssisisonss Drama
Fort Hayes Metropolitan Education Center

XAVIEE RIVEES usus sssnes sossassnsssasnsossssssinsssssassssssessssesssnssnssississsssisnssinsio Piano Solo
Pickerington Central High School

Recognition of Parents and Relatives ......................... Bro. Bryan K. Dirke

& Closing Remarks Basileus

Benediction b s et s LR LRI AR LA D AL Bro. Anthony Preston

Chaplain



