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Overview

• My background 
• experiences living and working in other countries 
• working for the Middle East Studies Center here at OSU
• my Masters and PhD from Ohio State

• A key role for academia and leaders at universities relates to the discussion of highly politicized issues. People 
need a place where they can learn about these issues from an academic standpoint.  I draw from my experience as 
an educator teaching about the Middle East.
• Focus on the U.S. context. Key concepts are universal but many will inevitably show contrasts between the 

particularities of India and the U.S. I hope we have time to discuss these.
• Self refection. In order to learn across cultural divides, one must refect on one’s self before judging “the other.”  
• How ”decode the disciplines” to:
• reach students from diverse background 
• facilitate conversation and interaction with other fields 
• Translate knowledge for the general public. 
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What is culture and why do we need 
to think about it.

“It has long been recognized that culture is very hard for humans to 
think about culture. Like fish in water, we fail to “see” culture because 
it is the medium within which we exist.” (Cole, 1996, p. 8)





“Encounters with other cultures make it easier to grasp our own as an object of 
thought.”  (Cole, 1996, p. 8) 

What would you tell someone from another country about culture in your home 
town? 



Thinking about culture

• What are the aspects of culture we see? 
• What are the aspects we don’t see?



Iceberg, by Olga Berrios, Flickr, CC 2.0, https://www.fickr.com/photos/ofernandezberrios/2427741646
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A critical first step toward understanding the nature of cultural diversity is “knowing one self as a cultural 
being” 

Gay (2010) emphasizes the process of knowing one’s self as a cultural being as a requirement for teaching for 
equity:

“Culturally responsive caring is launched through teachers acquiring more knowledge about ethnic and 
cultural diversity, becoming more conscious of themselves as cultural beings and cultural actors in the 
process of teaching, and engaging in courageous conversations about issues fundamental to social 
justice in society and educational equity for ethnically diverse students.” (p.69)

We are constantly in a process of learning to be cultural learners. This process starts with knowing one’s self 
in that way and gaining the ability on one’s own cultural orientation wile learning about other cultural 
orientation. This is what the American Library Association regards as a “Threshold concept” and is a critical 
part of information literacy

Sources: 
Decoding Threshold Concepts – Decoding the Disciplines. (n.d.). Retrieved September 12, 2019, from 
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Links to the Middle East Studies Center and my work

https://mesc.osu.edu/

http://u.osu.edu/globaleportfolio/

https://drmcclimans.postach.io/

https://mesc.osu.edu/
http://u.osu.edu/globaleportfolio/
https://drmcclimans.postach.io/
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