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Ahead of grduation, groups
plan peaceful event at OSU

following protests and arrests

® Ohio sangbad

The Ohio chapter of the Council on
American Islamic Relations (CAIR-Ohio)
hosted a peaceful prayer event on OSU>s
campus Friday. The CAIR-Ohio chapter
said the event is in response to the “recent
attacks targeting students and community
members while peacefully praying on the
campus oval.” The group said the event,
hosted by Muslim Students Association at
the Ohio State University, CAIR-Ohio
and several masajid, would enable them
to “reclaim their sacred space and stand in
solidarity against hate and violence.”
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SU encampment protest
against Israeli occupation
and genocide

B Ohio sangbad

[ am reporting the encampment protest rally supporting
Gaza on OSU campus held on Thursday, April 24, 2024.
This protest has been spreading to many campuses
globally largely by the students whose young minds hold
high value for humanity.

On April 24, 2024 Palestinian members of the Ohio
State University and supporters of Palestine, largely
students with some (35-47 : OTY)
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OSU encampment

(b % #) faculty members, held a
rally called “Ohio State Gaza
Encampment” in the South Oval
field in front of the Ohio Union
from 5 pm. My colleague Prof.
Pradhan, a strong supporter for
Palestinians, Alburuj and I joined
the rally. To counteract a small
Israeli supporting group also came
next to it and made noise. However,
Palestiniangroup moved away from
it. Police cars blocked College Road
and made a fairly visible presence.
Palestinians group of over 300
formed a circle locking arms to stop
forced entry of the police and built 4
tents inside.

A male student started slogans
and prayers at the same time with a
microphone - protesting the ongoing
Israeli genocide against Palestinians
in Gaza and calling on OSU to
divest from companies that aid in
Israel’s occupation. Israel has killed
over 34,262 and wounded 77,229
Palestinians in Gaza and the West
Bank, since October 7. The student
did not make any insult or
antisemitism comments. However,
the police ordered not to use
microphone. It also said tents were
not allowed. Two Jewish students
joined with peace and unity
message. A muslim congress
woman of the State came and spoke.
The slogans for Palestine restarted
after the Asr prayer and continued.
The group remained in armed
locked in a circle. We left, but went
back again around 10 pm when
number of students had increased to
probably thousand. But OSU
President made a larger presence of
police with OSU police, Columbus
Police, and state

troopers, and some snipers on
Ohio Union with drones and guns.

They started to shout that the
group was performing “criminal
trespassing and all will be arrested”.
It ordered to leave the area by the
12th Ave. Rally remained armed
locked until students inside did the
prayer and close up the tents. But
before they could finish the police
came and started to capture the
participants in a brutal manner and
got about 41 arrested with hands
tied downed in the back with ropes.
There was a news helicopter flying
on the top with high-lighted beam
and photographers on the ground
taking pictures. The police kept the
students suffering in the hand-tied
condition for hours and carried out
stripped search before taking to jail.
We walked around the High Street
to come back to Astronomy
Department. It is extremely terrible
for the arrested students with
criminal charge for committing no
crime and

harming their education in the
week of final exams. There are OSU
groups who are campaigning for
release of the students without any
charge.
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